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SERMON 


UPON 
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Therefore will T be to Ephraim as a math. 


<< Phraim; in Scripture, is ſometimes 

1&V caken for the name of a Mound , 
4 ' ſometimes, for the name” of a 
© Town; ſometimes, for the name 

5 of a particular Perſon,” the Son of 
RAE. 7p; fomerimes , for the riame 
of 'a particular Tribe; ſometimes, for che cen 
Tribes, whereof Fpbraim was the mighticſt : And 
{6 it is conceived'ro be taken here, ' 0 
"In'other'places of Sctiprure ,' God calls Ephraim 

his Firſt-Born, his dear Son, his pleaſant Child. 
Bur in this Chapter (after an enumeration, of the 
fins of Ephraim) God'threitens to be.co their as a 
moth': He would conſume them by Judgments 
| A* 2 gradually 
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gradually, till chey were as a garment fretted, and: 
eaten, and rotten, and uſeleſs. 

The Apoſtlerells us, Heb. 12. 29, That our God | 
is a conſummg fire. Our God, under this Relative 
( Our ) which is the farſt Perſon, and Plural num- 
ber, the Apoſtle compriſeth himſelf, and. ſuch- as 
himſelf was; acleaft, in the Prafefſion.gf the true 
Chriſtian Faith. Likewiſe, in-Our God, the Apo- 
ſtle intends Chriſt, through whom, God is our 
God ; and through whomthe free Grace, 2nd rich 
Mercy of God is diſcoygred : Even, .he being pro- 


- 


voked by in, # a conſuming fe. ' | 
At ſome times God hath: appearcd in fire that 
did not conſume; as:iri the Buſh, and the Pillars, 
Exod. 3.2. Exod, 13-21. Byt being incenſed. by 
impudency in linnings, and by .impenitency , h 
Power, Juſtice, Jealouſie and, Wrath being -inft- 
nite, he will ſhew- himſelf as a conſuming = as 
a fire that by degrees conſumes all before1t. | |  - 
Sometimes, as a bleſſing, God hath-promifed 
the encreaſe of a People, God promiſed Abraham, 
That his ſeed ſhould be as the ſand upon. the ſea ſhoar, 
and as the ſtars m Fleaven. 1 will multiply them; end 
they ſhall ;not be few ;, I will glorifie them, and. they 
ſhall not be- ſmall, Jer. 3.0. | 
. Onthe other ſide, when Gods People have diſ- 
pleaſed him by their ſins, God harhthen threatened 
x0 cut them ſhorg,ang.to cut them off by judgments, 
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and- to-make them fow .in-number, Levit 26; 2-2: 
God threatned that the glory..of Jacob ſhould be made 
thin, - aud the fatneſs of his Honuſhold wax'lear; and that 
they ſhould be. left , as the ſhaking: of an "Olive-Tree ; 
two or three, berries on the top of the uppermoſt branch, 
Ifa. 17.4, 5, 6. That they ſhould be as a Beacon on the. 
top of; the mountain, and as\an Enſignupon aw bill, ſa. 

o. 17. Upon this account David complained thar 
the faithful failed. - And the Church, being much 
waſted; and conſumed:by Judgments, . cryeth-our, 
My leanneſs, my leanneſs, la. 24. 16. G2: $:otad 

- It is true, That: Gods EleQiye-love, towards his 
People, is everlaſting, . Iris crue alſo,, Thar Chriſt 
hath ſuffered the puniſhment. for fin, which: God 
required for, the fatisfaction of. Divine Juſtice : 
Chriſt hath appealed Gods wrath; \and ſatisfied his 
Fuſtice for; the, fins which he took wpon him, fo 
that upon our aſſurange ef the pardon.of ſin,” we 
axe a allured; chat GodsiJudicial Anges is remo- 
ved, that no fruit of Gods diſpleaſure | ('as a part 
of the Curſe ) ſhall befall us... . Bur though: Gods 
Legal and Condemging, Anger. be. removed, from 
his People, in Pophnc and 'Farhexly Dilplea- 
ſure may + their: ins. be uponithem. .. Though 
they, ſhall not be deſtroyed; yer they may. be corre: - 
Qed. Though malediction beiremoyed, yer affli- 
Sigg are nat.1\.; Though Gods,People ftHl' remain 
the. Sons of Mercy,.. and ſhall be the'Heirs of Glo- 
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yet, iovthis life, for their miſcarriages, the | 
Rar Atllitionsthat arccſharp'and; re , oo 
may \{uffer-Diſcaſes-in'\cheir Bodies; Uofles'in whe” 
Eftates, and they w_ (uffer'in their. Souls by deer. 
tions, by. 2 want of 'the ſenle of Gods Favour, of 
the joy.and comfort of the Spirit. 

- Ic cannor'be-denied ,- bur thar theres fin in che 
beſt of 'men.' in mian | things we offend'all.” * 

Ir-cannot be denied, bur that God feeth: fin 
whereſoever it is. All ciogs lye opert and naked 
before God. - 

Now wherefoever@gd ſeth fin: n, edbtiors it, 
He is aGod of pure eyes, he cannor Sehold iniqui- 
ty withap robation.”' 

\Wheicſhover x lin'is God's Sfplexked « it; And 
alchough God doth nor punifÞ his own 'Peop ple b 
way 'of {atisfa@ion-to'/his Jultice, yet he doth Fi 
them by way of Cafti ation; + 

2 'Judgrn ent begins at tithe Honſe of God!" You: ” 
l have ” known ot 'of "all- the fanitlits of the Earth : 
therefore-Þ will viſit you for- your _ Atmos 7. 2. 
Thou art Gilead unto meg" andthe top of” Lebanqn';” ba] 
whll widke thes a Wildevnieſ, and Cities withdurInÞibitant. 
And inanotherplace;' "Thong ie ng lf Jadah were 


che fogner of -my right band, et wutd 7 lat 


"Godhath (ometimnes deſtroyed ple by F 
mean tidel cheyhavebetn Sf forthe 
rates, or buniſhtad immoderate in'he uſe oft * 

God 
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C I) 
God hath then taken away from'them the ſound of 
the Milſtone, and hath Jie cleantigfs of teerh a- 

monyft: chem.” | Sohictinvies God' fends the' Sword 
to deſtroy a People! ? "your Tefiy iſe, and rebel, Je 
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ſhalt be devoured by the ſword,” thr," 

War is a confine Wy | t.*" In' one barrel 
five hundredthouſind have bcen "os in Me day, 
2 Chron'1 5. 17. INGIATY Þ o042 


Cm__ God' eelids the Peftilence amon 
I thereby'confurnes them, - God (e 

dp tnt artzor che Fratlites, in the time of 

bſes © One Une thers died four and tyenty thou- 
fand; Another time fourteen thouſand and ſeven 
hundred//UIn'Duvid's'titne, there died of the Plague 
threeſeotc/and ten thouſand: This Judgment is a 
meſſenger of Gods ſending ;' an Arrow of Gods 
ſhooting ;/' therefore when David had thoſe three 
Juogrnenes ſtbeforchimi, theFamin, Sword and 
Peſtilence : 'ke choſe the Peflilehte! v ſaying, It is 
better to fall intq the bands of God, than into the bob, of 
men. This Judgment is moſt properly and imme- 
diardly' from'God. God is pleaſed ſometimes that 
his:vvenn Peoplefhall bein ſuch a condition, as that 
chere'is'a tertort among them by night, and the 
Arrow flieth by 'day, the Peſtilence walketh in 
darkneſs, and Deſ.uion waſteth at noon-day. 
God' hath ocher' ways of deyouring. a People, as 
___ and Water, &c, But thelethree are thoſe uſual 


Judgments, 
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them: ELLE 
ments Were.at,once. laid! u pon. Jer 
OE in an Soaivary manner, - 


Feruſalem was'$ x pho thac Country char did 


fp the Garland, 
[o chat pag;o! 


ated. "There was ig Tempe | 
Worſhip. There many. pak: | 
There ey liv'd, . there theydigdhawCACP 
of thol Actions were done, -vyllich ar{iat 
in the Scripture... . There our.$ our Preac ] per- 
ſonally : There, he wrought his Miracles, Nay, 
hers he kf fered for che Salyationggtchinnets. : 
Now theſe were great Priyiledges'and-Prer 
tives, -yet when they. ſinned againſt the, Lord 4 
their incorrigiblenels and, unchaukfulneſ, they had 
thole three $4  Judgmenrs laid. 'yppn.; then. at 
once, when 1 it.was; 'Beſteged and'taken. : 321-11), 
The Famin, was lo great among chem ; that 
Wives took  mear from, their Husbahds mouths, 
and Children. from. their Parents ;i;andoMothers: 
even from their, Infants ;, .mgny- by his 
means: and they thar remain'd, walked aliout as 
| ſomany Images of death,'” Many others were de- 
ſtroy th Reg Peſtilence,, the, Contagion whereof 


aknga way t ele &s they became mad:;.. And 
who a litt 


c before withed that the Blood of 
Chriſt, 
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SI 
Chriſt, mighe be upot: them; and their Children, 
ſoon after, (through the juſt Judgment of God ) 
had Blood todrink ina full meaſure. Many thou. 
ſands were ſlain at, and after the taking of the Ci- 
ty; the reſidue of them is diſperſed into many 
parts/.of the World : ſome of them have loſt their 
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u mMe., ſaich the Lord, Iſa, 27. 4. 
God calls this his 
a8, lla.28..21. 


range work, bis aft, his ſtrange 


We find God ſometimes wiſhing, That his People 
had a heart to fear him, to keep his Commandments. 
Sometimes we find God expoſtulating thus, How 
ſhall T give thee-up Ephraim * How ſhall I deliver thee 
up Iſrael * How but T make thee as Admah? Flow ſhall 


 T ſet thee as Zeboim * My beart is turned within me, and 


my repentings are kindled together! Sometimes we find 
God giving warning to his People of Judgments 
trocome. Sometimes-he calls upon them to re- 
turn. 

God doth not preſently ſweep a Nation wich the 
Belom_ of Deſtruction : He doth not preſently 
make a full end of a People, but he invices them 
by mercies, and tryeth x 0 by Judgments by de- 
THY B grees, 
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grees, - before he bring 2 final, ands fatal deſtructi. 
on upon t 
When the i would ack no notice of Gods 
Judgments, or of his Mercies,. but 'went on in 
their ſtubbornneſs and impenitency,, in-their abo- 
minable pollutions, their ao ty Gods Or: 
dinances, their murmuring Providen- 
ces, and attempted the ru of Gods Prophets, 
and hated the Ferſon of Chriſt , his Word, and 
Works done amongſt them 4 thenth were.com- 

fied about with Judgmenes ; then they, 

re fared delicately, embraced che Dupghil, then 
they, who had before fold Chriſt for chircy Ponce, 
were themſelyes ſold thirty for a th 
their Houſe was left. tothem deſolate, that part of 
the World, which was'admirable for fertility, at- 
fording all things for neceſſity and delight, was 
_ for the {ins of the People, turned into barren- 
neEis. | 

That ;part of the World which God for their 
fins had ſuffered to be overcome by the Babylonians, 
Medes, and Perſians, and Grecians; God again, for 
the height of their ſins, ſuffercd to be overcome by 
the Romans, and at laſt by the Turks, who have 
made ſuch havock among them, that there are the 
Remains of above four thouſand Towns and Cities 
to be (cen. | 


Thus. 


0 rr » 
\ Thus we ſee the trath 'of 'God'in' inakigg good 
his word: "As he is fairhful'in the'accomp 
of his promiſes, ſo he is real in the execution of 
his Threatnings and'Judgrnents. 
He threatned to' be' as a'moth to Ephraim, and 
he made good his: word :' becauſe they did not re- 
=Þ peut return, nor'reform, but went on in their 
followed the with conſumin g Judgments, 
Sr were as 2 morh-eaten Carina Many 
outs of them were conſumed by the Famin 
and PeRtilenice ; aid actength cheip/Ovit Goyern. 
menr, and'their Miley wm was diflolved 
and their Place and Na writ was eakenawa 'And 
ſarely theſe things are written for” oo Sor tireS, infrution. 
The NM of others are Recorded jpeate for 
our deteſtation; and the' Judgments upon others, 
are Recorded for our caution. 
- Int (er. 16.7: the Apoſtle fers before the Corin- 
thiens, the "Judginents "of God, of old, upon his 
People. for their fins; as Cayears for them'ro keep 
from theſe very fins,” Neither be ye Idolaters, as were 
fome of them. Neither let us commit fornication , as : 
of them committed, 'and fell in one day three Jer 
. twenty thouſand. Neither let us tempt Chriſt, as ſome 
of them alſo tempted ,' and were deſtroyed of Serpents. 
Neither murmur ye, 4s ſome of them alſo murmured, 
and were deſtroyed of the 46/66 And in the cloſe, 
the Apoſtle maketh Application. Now al 
 . B 2 theſe 
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theſe things: bagpoed ta 24s. for enſamples; and they were 
written.” ur admqnition, Ypon uw: the ends of Os 
CSE 1 {891 a on « HI10"1 
Vl horor' we have. the famerſi Ins among. us, Lk 
ey had amongſt them ; "And without repentance 
ie Hr) an reformation pf lite, : what, can-we 
Ks, 4 3; 4 moto TiOn 11112 191 4071 ,27 
The La ad of Fades maas callediche.Land;of | Ea. 
nuel: Jeruſalem was the Cicy, where David (the man 
afrer Gods own hearc.), dwels:: ;I6 as, ons: while 
called Salem, which lignifies Peage ; 
Jeruſalem, which ſignifies.; the; Viſion; of Peace; 
ſometimes Ariel, which fignifies, Gods Lion : U 
ſometimes Abolibg, Ezek.,2 3. 2 2+, which \ Ggniſie 
my fixed;Pavilion.,:.. It. was. 1o called as being the 
place of 'Gods Habitatien...', | 
Jeruſalem was called the City, of the great King, 
The Jews were a Pcople, |ro whom pertajinedithe 
Adoption, andthe Glqxy, and the.Coyenants, and 
the giving of the Law, and the ſeryice of God, and 
che Promiſes :. The Fathers were theirs, of cher 
(as concerning the fleſb ) Chriſt came; and yet 
their. fins brought q Wa them. devouring. Judg- 
ments; And can we {hew any Charter to free us 
from the like miſerics going on in the ſame fins ? 
God is able to bring upon ys evils, by. ways and 
[means which we know Es and at ſuch a time 
when we think our ſelves. ſecure, 


if 
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_ If we turn not, God hath whet his. Sword, and 
bens bis Bryjnno hath onade mopdy all the inf 

W! Ft a to puniſh fin, inche People, he 
will alſo,make an end, , Sam: 3. 11. Sin is a 
biccer; ſweet : honey, in che mouch and gravel in 
EE p $ ay as a meal is —_— , then 
comes a lad reckoning. | 
Uſe x., InftruRion.. Hence we learn, that Judg- 
ments and Calamities, upon a People, or Nation, 
come from. Gag, , .Shall, there berevil,m a. City, and 
the Lord. hath not dane it 2 Imake peace, audcreate evil ; 
I. the Lord have done theſe things, la. 45. 7. A. time 
of Judgment js.called a time of the Lords, Venge- 
ance. O Aſſrian, the rod of mine anger, . and the fuff | 
in their hand, 4 the ſtaff of mine indignation, Iſa.1 0.5. 
When Shimei curſed David, laid he, Let him curſe, 
for the Lord bath bidden him, 2. Sam. 16. 11. Sothat 
God is the.author of judgments, and though ſome- 
times there are means oiled, yet ſuch inſtruments 
and means are ordained and diſpoſed by God. 

As God is merciful, ſo he is alſo juſt: As God 
hath'trealures of bleſſings, ſo he hath a ſtore-houle 
of Judgments. _ 

Thus the very Heathens thought, and. therefore 
in the entrance into Jupiters Palace,. there were two - 
Veſſels ſer, one full of good things, and the other, 
like Pandora's Box, full of evil things. | 

IN. There . 


- 
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"There is malum turpe, and *matin triſte ; mdlum 
cilpe, and mal pene, the'evil of fin,"and the evil 
of puniſhment. God is not, nor cahnot owed 
be the Author of fin, buthe is the Anthor of tho 
Evils and miſeries that befall men in this World. 
 3- This ſhould teach us in time of calatnity to 
Jock at God. Planets, the Elements, Men” and 
Angels, and other Creatures; theſe, thongh armed 
with Gods Commiſſion, yet are they but Gods In- 
ftrumentcs. -It is God who doth order and diſpoſe 
them, and he reftrains them-as he ſeeth (canſe : 
And therefore, when any Judgments fall upon us 
by the means of =y of theſe, we ſhould look 
throngh' theſe ſecondary cauſes, at God, as being 
the Author. $4624. we 

When we are afflicted, we ſhould look upon 

God, and call upon God, and ſearch after the end 
which we think God aims at. At that day, Aman 
ſhall look to bis mother ; and;his eyes ſhall have reſpeR to 
che holy one of Iſrael, Iſa. 17.7. 

. 3- This ſhould be a ground of our patience un- 
der croſſes, becauſe they come from God.  Trou. 
ble ſprings not out of the ground, but it comes 
from God, from Heaven, who hath a power over 
"us, and a Tove towards us, even in thoke Judgments 
thathe layeth upon us. And therefore when the 
cup of AfMiCtions is put into our hands, leteve 
Chriſtian conſider, and ſay, how bitter ſoeyer this 
cup 
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cup is, which I am-to drink ; and by whatſoever 
ic 1s handed co mie, yet my comfort is this, that it 
is my Heavenly Fathers mixing: And though there 
be ſome diſpleaſing Judgments in-it; yer through 
Grace, L will ſay, as Chriſt himſelf did, John 18. 
11. The cup which my Father giveth me, ſhall I nat 
drink it? Tt is the Lord, let him do what feemeth him 
good, ſaith old Eli. 

Charles the V. is honourable, for acknowledg- 
ing the hand of God upon him in his diſtrefs. Jam 
me ab omnibus deſertum video. - Thine eyes bave ſeen me 
environed with great armies :  Now' thon ſeeſt me aban- 
doned of mine ordinary ſervants. 1 acknowledg this 
change, to come from him, with whom, is no ſhadow of 
change : From the mighty hand of God, 'and I will by no 
means withſtand it. This he ſpake to one who ſaw 
him in diſtreſs. That ingenuous, and Learned 
Cajetan, when the Freneb Army, had taken Rome ; 
acknowledged it to be the jult Judgment of God, 
that they were made a Spoil, a Prey, and Cap- 
tives. . 

- 1 will bear the indignation of the Lord, Micah 7. 9. 

We are the work of Gods hands; we are in his 
hand, as the clay is in the hand of the Potter, he 
may do with us as he pleaſeth : And therefore when 
we are afflicted cither in Body, Eſtate, or by the 
loſs of Relations; let us lay our mouths in che 
' duſt, let us acknowledg his Juſtice, in all chat is 
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.come upon us, conſidering that he hath-a power 
. over us, and that we have deſerved it, ',;[.;: 

_ Some of Gods Saints, -knowing 'their-oywn de- 
ſerts by ſin, and knowing Gods goodnels towards 
them, (even ) in Judgments, have been -ſo. far 
from impatient thoughts, - as that they have had an 
high eſteem of crafles, and have-pray'd for them. 
Feri Domine, feri clementer : ſtrike Lord and it ſhall 
be a mercy, ſaid Luther. -O-Lord, corref me, laid 
Prophet Jerem. 1 0. 24; | | ; 

4. Youſee in the Text, that God threatens to 
be to Ephraim as a moth. Now'a-moth doth not 
preſently. conſume a Garment but by degrees, In 
this compariſon we may ſee the patience and for- 
bearance of -God. PETE'S 

Ir. is ſaid of Abſalom, when he came to do. his 
Brother Amnon a miſchief, 2 Sam, 13. 22, That be 
Tpake to him neither, good or bad. © When, men intend 
miſchiet one-againſt another, they give no notice 
of. their intention. Bur God doth otherwiſe when 
he hath a purpoſe co bring evil upon a People; he 
gives'them notice of it before; God ſends: firſt 
- verba., .and then verbera; firſt words, ' and then 
blows. He-ſends Lightning, and'thea Thunder. 
He firſt makes uſe of the aff of - Beauty, then of 
the ſtaft of Bands. 5::1i3 lofHiihe 16 25 

God. deals with a finful People, as Tamberlain, 
the Emperor of the Scythians, 3d with fenced Ci- 
ties : 


| Sree 4 
ties; he did firſt hang out the white Flag, then a 
red'Flag, and then a black Flag. God tuſt ſends 
out the white Horſe, that is the Goſpel ; and then 
a red Horſe, that is, the Sword ; and then a black 
Horſe, thatis, Famin; andthen a pale Horſe, and 
that is Death. | 

God firſt makes uſe of the Rod, then of the 
Axe; but the longer he holds off the blow, the 
harder he will ſtrike at Jaſt: though he hath 
Leaden heels, yer he hath Iron hands: though he 
be flow, he is ſure : Tarditatem ſupplicii gravitate com- 
pen/at ; though he be flow in puniſhing ,, yet he 
makes it grievous at laſt. Where the ſins of a Peo- 
ple arefull, ſo that they thereby provoke God to 
the very face, then comes deſtruction upon them 
like a ſweeping rain, that carries ſtraw, and wood, 


and earch all cogether with it. 
When the People of Bohemia (lighted the Goſpel, 


and grew licencious in their Lives, then-the great... 


Perſecution began among them. When the Anci. 
ent Britains were come to that height of fin, ſo as 


to caſt Odium in Religionis Profeſſores, tanquam im Ad- 


verſarios,- tothare the Profeſlors of Religion, as their 
greateſt Adverſaries; then they had great Judg- 
ments fell upon; them, and were deſtroyed by the 
Saxons, as Bede and Gildas relate, 


(15 ) 

God doth not willingly. aMid4; che: Children. of: 
men, but as being drawn-to it-by compullipn of: 
Juſtice : And 'when he doth execute: his Judg- 
ments, . hedoth it by ng Gods /patience, in. 
this reſpe&, is much ſeen.in the Deſtruction of Je- 
richo: He was ſeven days in deſtroying it. | God: 
was bur fix days in making;the whole World; and 
he was ſeven days in deſtroying that one City: One. 
day longer indeſtroyipg one-City, than in;making. 
the Univerſe. | 3:40 v1 399% al3353 0305, 

5. Hence we learn, that the- meritorious; and: 
procuring cauſe of Judgments, is ſfn.. Ir is true, 
that we ought to be careful inour judging of _ 
cular.Perſons; whenwe hear of Judgments falling; 
upon them. : This our.Saviour mentions, and in. 
timates, Luke 13, Suppoſe ye that thoſe Galileans were 
ſinners above all other. Galileans, becauſe they. ſuffered: 

ſuth things ?- 1tell you, Nay... facie mot. 

The reaſon-of Gods Judgments upoa particular: 
Perſons may beunknown tous... Sometimes God!' 
may bri mers upen particular Perſons, as: 
an Act of his Wildom 4a _ asanARt of his: 
Sovereigaty..'' But when-he-brings Judgmenes ups 
on Kin Sw and Nations, has he. doth it IM 
Adt of his Juſtice for fins, National :Jidgmenes: 
are for National fins-: Shall T not vifit for theſe things, 
ſaith the Lord ? Shall not my ſoul be avenged. on. fuk a 
Nation #s this * Jer..9..9.. Thoſe 
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-' Thoſe fins are to be” accoumted National fins 
which the concurrent voices of Gods Minifters de- 
clare 'to be fo. ' Now ſorely” Miniſters agree in 
this, that Pride, Tacontinency, Luxury and Drun- 
kennels, Sedition and FaCtion are the reigning ſins 
of our Kingdom ; and we have reaſon to Rink 
that for theſe ſins, the Land will mourn. As God 
is the Author of Judgments, ſo fin'is the meritori- 
ous and procuring cauſe of Judgments. The 
Flood came'not upon the Earth, till che Earth was 
filled with cruelty. ' The Fire and Brimftone came 
not from Heaven'to conſutne Sodom and Gomorrah, 
till the ſins thereof were exceeding great ; and the 
y of them came up to Heaven. The cup of 
Gods Wrath is never full mixt with red Wine, nncil 
the 'meaſtre of 'Crimſonſins' and Scarlet fins be 
filled up: Nor are the: Dregs thereof poured our 
upon ſinners, rill they be frozen upon their Dregs, 
arid ike Moab, {erted npon the Lees of their ſins. 
"Should a People under Judgments, cry our as 
the Hearhem Emperor did, 'when he came to die, 
What have l done; that lmaftnowdie'? ſhould we 
fay, Whar have we done, "that we muſt” be thus 
afflifted; ſhould we'icry out as they did to the Pro- 
- 'phet, Jer. 16. 10, Wherefore hath the Lord pronounced 
all this evil gan 14?" or what 'is xr iniquity ? or what 
i "onr: fir commited againſt the Loyd" our God ? boar 
ENT C2 | L or 
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Lord could quickly give an Anſwer, \and could! 
ſhew us the abundance of ſins that are-the caule of 
' ur troubles, and- could eafily-manifeſt his Juſtics 
- all kis proceedings, being firft ſtirred up by our. 
Ins. Ed. - 

God doth uſually proportion Judgments .accqr, 
ding to Peoples = Up ry. Pepple;{hall. lee 
their fin, even. .in.their Judgments, ., There. is in 
fin, not.only a natural ProduQtiongl, evil.in gene. 
ral, bur. there; is alſp, a Proportion of, parts,..and 
Dimenſians., It: has, beeq” often ſen, that Divine 
Judgments, by fome conformity, docarry in them 
a ſtamp of.chat ſin for which they, are, inflicted. 
Seditipus Corah ,, and this. Company ,, were; over; 
whelm'd by.ao Earthquake, hich in Nawre.is, a 
kind of Sedition,,. The; Maſlacre at, Paxis, was retar 
 Jiated upon the chief Actors and Contrivers of, it: 
Charles the then King died bathed;in Blood; Anjou 
the. ſucceeding King, was {lain in the ſame Rqom 
where the ro tat Plotted.. Thus God'doth 


proportion. his Judgments according, to mens ins, 
that he may ſhew the equity, of his proceedings. 
He does.it. allo, in mercy, that ſo men. may-more 
eaſily find out.che cauſe of Judgments, and-may 
take away the caule by. Repgntance. wx 
Hence- we leara the cauſe, wy there are 


ſuch depths, and ſuch myſteries in, 


ofe Judg; 


ments, 
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_————— ( wodneibng 
$0314 - 318 ©1836 [119113 
ebuchadnezgr ſaid, Dans 2. "OreeY T have, iemd 
a trees, and my ſpirit was troubled to know the dream; 
And be ſent for the Aſtrologers, and Sorcerers,' and the 
Chaldeans to. ſhew bim the gream and the interpretation 
thereof; And they anſwered him,;YVerſc,t0, That 
there was not a man. SL the Rod that cojle ſhew, the 
Kings matter... 
The Judgments, of God. ate 4s wheels pichinawdecls, 
| Ezek, 1.116., Saith che Lard, Hb. 15.46; Behobd ye 
the, Heathen, and regard and. wonder, mar velloufo 
ly: bor Twi work, 4 work. in your days, s which: ye' will 
not believe though it be told 33. .For.:h; whreiges add | 
Cha FRAN &c,, What is 
be ſuch. myſteries in chol  Tadgmekca no laid 
upon men ?, ., What. 1s,the, realag; that, men. ſtand 
wondering, at. Sm wes and calamiries that are 
HP, many jy t the For d, and arenotableto find 
fd. eh F643 here is:the reaſon, be- 
on e mus ave their derivation from God; who - 
hath Clouds, and arkneſs round about him ; who 
hath infinite wiſdom , and: ſtrength everlaſting: 
vg ways, (in his. I lgments ) are .unſearcha- 
ble 
7. Obſerve this; The though i ina.comman ca: 
lmby,, the ame 1 rroubles and croſles fall upon the - 


good . 


'C 26 
-go0d and bad,” * there is 4'gredtdiflerence be- 
tween them, There are Arrows of" Jodgrnen, 
and-Arrows of : Merey'; *the'ohe" God" ſhoors at 
chem whom he hates 3: the other he ſhoves at them 
youu he loves. The wicked, by their Arrows; 
unifhed out of wrathful Vengeance; ; the god: 
Iy, i} pakoir Arrows, are diſciplined'our of Merey. 
The aMidtions of the odly arethe iflue of Gods 
:fatherly diflike and diſpleaſure, which is mixed 
withilove t*Upon'che wicked, \they are-the iſſue 
of Gods wravli,as anittcenſed\Judg;' {In fich 4 
caſs Goddeats wirh his own peculiar People, 2s a 
ET ven eo "—_ the wicked, as 


—— 
of FR no foninal pu 
niſhrenes; Rae hs Ha d of God," as an-a- 
rages, but-a5-a'p ovident Father: They 


are not n them as deſtn ts puniſhmenes, 
inginedicines.'.” yd Aer 48'n munch as 
#Farkier hi ping his child. *ahd a Lord Cage 


his Slave: / They differ asmuch/as 2 _ Fr 
ring che fleſh, and'; x Chirurgeqn's $ do} ng. 1 Ir, 
Augiſdine diffet then. , 
tn #Kingdom 6! Narion, wilted men conmit 
ſuch and ſuch ſins, _ polibly the godly may be 
-over tripearions, and may, commit the 
fame {ins "Ne 


t God,” for fuch fins, ' fends 
either 


c IRS 2 Bro.” %® hc. « 
wife hs Sa a * 


WOSY 
| 


eicher Fatnin, ot Sword, or Peftitkence into'3 
dorn, ipagd men fall by 7 therh Td well As the” 

char fv wicked men _ -hothive ofcafion to Foy, 
that God is a | partial Gol. Yer we muſt hote, that 
the death of the wicked is ae, Kt y; and 
ris laid upon c chem, that the) Brin Wer- 
laſting torments;/ and this yd her Loy: 'And the 
death of the Saints, WA 50 of Fla; means," is 
cious/in- gh 0 of God, 213005 08 bein #1 Nick, 
and a paſſage into glory? 257d 21176 

yf -hiae,'s Wit tha obs ne dts, If 
ſuing from vindicative Juft another is an 
afMiAion', ifſuing from 2 patenal Love: Thar 
which'to one'is 2 carſe''"t A Caveat? Ges 
Thar'whichvis Hid'v [in wrath] } _ 
damnation, is laid upon thother "fon mercy] 

his correQion, for his «orfifort and ſalyation. . 

8. Let us make a right uſe of Gods Jadgniene,. 
and let us labour to yer benefit. by. chem; chere 
is'a benefit to be had by them * It was good (ſaid 
David ) for me," that 1 was afflified, Pſal. 119. 11. 

The beriefits of 'afMiftions are many. 

Firſt, Men aretheteb drawn near to God... In- 
deed, afflictions unſancti , drive. men farther 
from God; thus as Pharaoh: Bur aflitions ſan- 
ified, draw triert near'to God. The Prodigal 
Son, being brought to extremity, return'd to Fis 

Father. . 


C24) 
| A. ag like a:Ball, -which: the 
mY ſirten downward, -the bigher jr-re- 
| pho dance like Naab's Ark, which-when the 
RG - were deepeſt,” was neareſt co; Heaven; 1; In 
their a bo they will ſeek me Ne Chong = - 
ea. Shepher $ 74S: Chry/o/iom 
calls ic, hich gies not, the Sheep, but Jayerh hold 
of it, 8) ferc AC p krnat3; tro his Maſter. 
The Stones caſt at Stoves, did but knock wm: cloſer 
to Chriſt, the corner Stone. ranctit 
SecondlyMen hereb cometahavge more tear 
knowledg of God, -and of his trurhs, - Schola crucis, 
eft Schola lucks. Luther did not underſtand ſome 
Plalms, - till he was inafMliftioo.,” When John was 
baniſhed into, the Ile Þatmos, he then received « 
Revelation. Olevian and. Rollock profeſſed, thar- 
they never came to that height of Ga _—_ of 
Gaol Majeſty, and thpiy own ſins, as in their (1ck- 
ne _ Ecol 
' Thirdly, AMitions area means of fanRificarion, 
Indeed the Spirit is the: principal efficient working 
cauſe of it; 8 the Spirit uſeth meansin the work- 
' ing of eur lanGifiation.. -Sufferings in the ficſh 
are a'means of our ceflation from ling 1 Pet. 4, 1. 
Affliction is an extinguiſher of (is; and jtisan in- 
centive of grace. | Aion is 38a Flail ro fetch us 
out of the Huvks; It burns upſſin, .ic makes yertue 
ine; 
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ſhine: /It.is as a file and whetſtone,, which makes 
more bright and ſharp; it:files off thoſe ferters, 
which hinder us from running the: way of. Gods 
Commandments. Ir is as water in which man is 
full'd : . God is the: Fuller, ;and affliction is'the wa- 
ter, in-which-man;is whiced. By this the iniquity. 
of Jaceb ſhall be purged.' | MN 
 Fowrtbly, AMiction, brings men to. a knowledg - 
and a ſenſe of their ſins, 7 eph's Brethren, in their 
extremity, confeſs their fin in their cruel dealing 
with their Brother. Dael, being with, the 1/ra- 
elites in. bondage, . ſet about the Confeſſion of fins. 
- Dans 9: 5, We bave fanned; and committed iniquity, and 
bave done Wickedly, and haverrebelled, even by departing 
rom thy precepts and thy judgments... - . - - Foy 
- Urſintells us, that thoſe who fled out of England 
in Queen. Maries days, acknowledged, that chat 
at.inundation.of miſery, came juſtly upon them, 
[6h re great unprofitableneſs under the means of 
grace, which they enjoyed in King Edwards days. 
Fifthly, Aflicion works humility, EFunble your 
ſelves under the mighty hand of God, 1,Pet.5.6, When 
the Iſraelites were ſmitten at 4, Then Joſhuab rent 
his cloaths, and fell to the Earth, upon his face, before the 
Ark.of the Lord, until the eventide, he, gud the Elders of 


Jig and put duſt upon their heads, 7. 6. Liker 
wile: Manaſſe 


aſſeb;; when he-was in afflition, beſought 
D the 
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-— hs aan) his God, Ind burbled himſelf greatly 
: | before the God of his Fathers. 6 
" Sixthly, AMiRtion purs'men upon fervent Pray- 4 
et t theyre not tongue-tyed i in the-midſt of cala- 
$9" 'but they break filence inthe mid of 'dan- 
| ("Irs ari eaſje. matter for a marie fa) a Patty. 
Roſter at any time; but afflition'teacheth ten 60 
cry-Abba, Father, - When men lye far upon their 
bu, by reaſon of adverſities, 'then they will life 
theit hands; their hearts, atid-yoices in Prayer. 
By ed out 4' prayer, when thy chaſtening Was 
3&.. them $777 26.16. os did Hezekidh itvthe hes of his 
"8 ſickneſs. Lord fave us, we periſh;'faid the Diſciples - 
io the'tinie of 'a Tempeſt; - " Dyed Jaw me; fard ho 
ter, when he was ready't tofink: We 
Indeed; ſore, inftead of rayin to God, in a 
rime of JT ments, have muttmzurec againſt God : 
{6/did the' Iraciites 19-che'Wildetpeſs.” 'Others;”ar 
ſich a time, have blaſphemed'aga inſt God ; (did 
the King of Semirivin 4 time of Cearnin Bur when 
Judgments are ſaritified , then they en the 
hearr, and open chemouth'in Prayerto Go 
Sevenchly, Afictions beget a contempe of HR. - 
World . A er the Goat, or Stone, makes all 
0 the fc r yain:: Let pl pleature; ar 
5 ey ald hor Shops , and preſent afick 
and dying? Man ang the ehoifet Rarities, ny 
ready 
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WED 

zeady will he be to-cry: out,” Away with thenw? 
: When once of the Ferdmands,; 2 Chriſtian wr." 

xox. was -Overcome: with: ſickneſs, (his Cha 

Matthias Cittardus came to vil c him, and rs meg him 

moſt Invincible Emperor : 'buc the ſtory faith, 1n- 


Vithiſſems tity feere —"— In his fickneſs he 
—__ Ars 44 27 lation; nor of that 


ciele of "homo Invinciteg charged him wouſe 
itno more. 

Inafflictions men ſee the.thi of the Worldio 
beuncdnfisne andmuable, ro be unptoficable and 
deceitful}: ' bike! Jondh's: Goutd) ohich withered 
then, when the greateſt comfort and refreſhment 


WaSey pected-from in... 

Hh,  AﬀMitions'beger in men 4 loversGods 

as beir AE arectans comforts.” This 

ism ——= inmy afflition, for ehy word hath 
ig ened me. Unlels thy Law hadbcen my de- 
, I ſhouldithen have periſhed 'in-my trouble. 
wordiof God will lay "belong! you helps, ſu 
ries ſupports, and comforts, an will take 
you to- believe againſt hope, to pray, £0! eraſt, to 
wait, [arid look for God, - 
"Ninh, AMiitions beper a deſire after Life Ecer- 


The FOE "= i this World as in a Vale of 
Tears; ; and therefore they deſire Heaven, ; _ 
D 2 Go 


n 
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God ſhall wipe away all tears: from their (eyes; 
and- where there ſhall be no moredeath, | nor tor. 
ment, nor crying : neither ſhall-there-be any more 
ain. [5 6 F346. <7 x F.4.+.4 ” 41 , 
F The Saints, in this World, are like Noah's Dove 
out of the Ark, where:it.could find no place for:to 
.reſt! upon, but; returned tothe Ark:again is So: the 
Saiats in the midſtiof-croubles- (finding an!inſuff- 
ciency in the Creatures to comfort and-ſatisfic 
theta) deſire thar their fouls may be:taken up from 
the cemprtatigns_and; troubles of the 'Workd g:and 
that they may go to. Heaven; wheretheyhallhave 
_everilbagreft oe Hon 05 node ne: 
Here the Saints are Strangers iand_ Pilgrims; 
therefore they delice Heaven;: where they ſhall be 
Denizens,' - Here they are-Pinnioned with morta- 
lity';; cherefote they. deſire Heaven, : where chey 
| Theſe axe:the ſeveral benefics obafflictions. Now 
- we\ſhould endeavour to! have a fanftifed-uſe of 
afflictions, that:lo we may partake of theſe benefits. 
God rpets that. afflictions ſhould be as collifion, 
which fercheth fire out of the Flint: that they ſhould 
be as.the Winter weather that killeth the Vermin. 
God expects that his Judgments ſhould be as brui. 
fing, which maketh Aromatical Spices'to ſend out 
their. ſavour.. | | ils | 
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Who is this that cometh out of the wildern 
of ſmoke, perfuined with myrrh. ond frank vi 
all powders of the merchants & Cant.3.6.. The,Church 
com out of the! Wilderneſs, came with pillars 
pke 3 that. is, with affeRions-raiſed , perfu- 
" Lavith Myzch and Frankincenle. Myrrh Was a 
thing uſed in Embalming,Frankincenſe was uſedin 
making'upithe holy Incenſe,by which, Prayers were 
nifiedz..Aall | of the. Merchancs, that is, 
all graces: af che Spixic;.,Sothat the 1 meaning is this, 
When th e:C brgoms out of.the opens 5-2 
8z+.0ut.0 Denemledel ate, ſhe-came with poor 
ons raiſed; | perfum'd with graces, ocaleving & om 
putrefaion, ,pucting up fervent Prayers, and filled 
wich allthegraces of the Holy, Ghoſt... Theſe be- 
nekics the Spouſe gor by aflictions, «hg we ſhould 
endeavour to gerthe like, Wy 
'The.lafſk year bur one,, was: C26 an x extraordina- 
ry fry A Inirgdy Heavens ſeem'd io beas Iron, 
he! Earth, as. Braſs 3. and this- year. chere has 
(> fk ontario , Water, asthatthe on 
have ſeem'drodrop/leanneſs as well as farmels. Ar 
Loch. atime when God ſhall ſhake his hand over us, 
by ſuch, or the like Judgmenes, we ; ſhould: ſet 
theſe five things, 
. 1, Letus conſider of theſe Jud ments..._'_ 
2+, Lex us. enquire, after, thoſe ſins which: have 
procur'd them. 3- Let 


(3s ) 

WED | Let usrepemt of them. '' FOES Ts ds | as. 4 
4. Leturendeavouratier reconcitlaion;). 
Letus ſecup a'reformation;''t ©: 0-133 oa. vi 

ET Toe exaildora theſe Fudgments/"i 1. T: 

The are many that have upon them a/ Stoichd 

Apathy, 2 numneſs of Spiric, a Spirit of ſlumber; 
ſo had e d nor the work: of the Lord;: nor 
the operationof his hinds. "They buſt athens, 


_ - pate” ropes ; thou haſt conſamed then,” but 


bave ref ſed to receive correfion:'' they have made 
te fue harder than "« rock; they have vefuſed 16 re- 
turn; Jer:5.3- -' Ahtxcis marked ont for'chis; -2 Chron. 
28.22: Clans ovght nor to deſpife Gods Fudg- 
mers. jay coef are worſe that Heacthens. 
The Romans rimaet, "who was feen 
to 1” wr mewtiy new a Crown of Roſe 
on his head, in a time of ealneneyo! FIC 
* per ehicftir you up to a ſerious confided catch of 
hs! ' Judgments! that' have been upow us! Aid 
know-tlas, that roaring J ens are the! echo 
of crying {ins : And know this; 'thatithoſe'Þ 
ments mo are the ER ariiſchiets, in genere 


png, tre gp An fnewhiciarethe rea- 
Nt aratne Ir genere 10 , (a 


ww 


ted. 
fi "nas 


"Cay 
-  Srcrnialty, Therefore, "iv thefotond place; Tet tis 
0rqher the fipocha Have py chief 


"The lzrinersin Jon Ship k they wete 
Hearhons/ yer whe they'perceived thar the" 
mars ore Parry 4 angry: they ednje- 
ted; that :there- Wis lotrie-boly itt the Ship thi 
was guiltpof ſotneigrievourfin ; _— the 
defiredtodiſcover the. truth, by cat lng Low; 4b 
_ theeuſtorapfitte Heathens:” 
Breehret',:i1v their Extterhiry' | quit 
priced the fin, which they thought was rt occa- 
ofit) We at verily bo encrnigy Brother, 
in that w# ſais the ' bis Jorll,” whe br beſoughe 


34g and 188 would" hot bears Wereftre "i thit' deſtreſs 


came HPO Ms, | #-19 
"Whew there: was 4 'Difcovety made 66 nit, 
clavlle Iy#Ittes conld nor ftand:  beloee te Enie- 
_ _ chere WaFin Lccurſed th 
ſhidah ttiade'# Riridt enquiry After DAG 
er EA the Babyloniſh Gartnent, and an hs dye? of 
Gold; and-he+ cauſed hity follbe re 


Sons and his Daughters," andal a hn, 
-/ Now theiſins of this Kingdotn CRE theſe, 


be burntwith fire. 
Janotance 66 Gd! Of. bis CRY 
ont of -Godb Worlh 4 prificat AIG 


= 


. 
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tion * the Lords & day, and of the Sacrament, by 
H0c preparing for ic; by coming to it with evil 
fetions, Kei 

ble £q ir. | Carnal ar K. and earthly-mindedae 
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noc baving a converſation anſwera- 
ain, raſh, and-falſe Reins, Fraud'and fall- 


hood in buying and ſelling, Luxury and Drunken- 


nels... Filchy Imaginacions, wantanlooks, obſcene 
ſpecches, and meretricious; praiices; ihatred, ma- 
lice, deſire of revenge, contention; - murder, ' Te- 


bellion and, treaſon ,thele. are: the: crying, ſins of 


us! than he hath done?. And wharcould 

e. do; moxe- God than' we. have. done? 
Conlider ſcriou y of that large enumeration..of 
ſins, that I have given you ;; Couldthere be more 
4s Sodow-2nd Gotybrrab 7. Could there be 
re {aid againſt che o1d.World;; that was over- 
t ; 2c a Deluge? Could: there. be more ſaid 
Tk on, ; ha {i now _ Could, mo 

hi ach fog amiarid. rufalem., yhic 
de, & deſolation#-;Shall:we: ran 
s, and ſhall we chigk to: heoxempted 
from bake Judges BARE cgoſumed;bem#As we 
ig 


the gra Whar. could. the Lord bave done 
More gr 


tre 


a ſox : 
Mn wn vena 


KESH 
And moon in —_ 
(or ho Repenta 
it is high cime I 6s / coprmy — yroaragy in. ky 
ſtrength of grace, ' fer about Repenrance, "and ler 
your Repentance be accompanied” with fervent: 
Prayer: This is the way to remove Judgments. 

F I ſend a Peſtilence among my people; If my people 
which are called by _ name, ſhall So themſelves, and: 
Pr, and ſeek my face, and t wu f om their evil ways : 

hen will 1 hear from Heaven, and will forgive their fin, 

eating 2 Chron. 7.13, 1 

| - Weſhould be bumbled for our own ins, and the 
fins of others. David's eyesguſh'd out with tears, 
becauſe men not the Law. Lot's righteous 
ſoul was vexedfor the dratiaveſct deeds of the Sodo- 
mites, Theſoul of Jeremiab wept in ſecret for the 
pride of the times. We ſhould be troubled, not 
only for theſfins of others, bur for the miſeries of 
others. There's a wo ſuch as are not grieved 
for the afflitions of Joſeph. 

* Fourthly, Let us endeavour after a Reconciliati. 
on ; make your Peace with God, com nd trons, 
your Creditor, agree with your Adverlary 
refuſe this reconciliation,you will ms your 4 or 
ſtubborn, bur neither Valiant nor Wiſe. Therefore 
Offer Chriſt tothe Father, by a lively faith, as an 
Atonementfor your ſins; "cha Son's Son of God 
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_ through Chriſt, may-. become the-Sons of 


We are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, ſaith the Apoſtle, We 
pray you, in Chriſts ſtead, be reconciled to God, + Oh ! 
therefore, that God, and: you, who haye all this 
while been at variance, by reaſon of your ſins, 
might. this day. be like ewo high ſivelling treams,, 
which afcer ſome ſole Groglings, gently mix their 
cutling Waves, and bEcome one Flood... | 
Fifthly , Sec pp.a Reformation. many grear.ſin- 

nets have-been reformed: ' S: Paul; whowas agrear 
Perſecutor, became a-zealous Preacher, Auguſtine, 
of an efteminate Youngſter, becamean illuminate 
Der, Luther, a zealous'Papift; became an excel- 
lene Pillar in che Houle of Gad; |; ' 1 

-2$- Anbroſe (peaks of a young Penicent Man, who 
—_ by: his Minion, Cur non reſpicis 2 Ego ſun, 
"Weorken;atis 1; fedrtgo, non; Jum eg0, ;.1 houghyou are 
Rill che fame Woman, yer lam notthe ſame Man, 
i:Letthe Law of God, and theſe Examples, perſu. 
ade us'roreform-our liyes. - Get an immugicy from 
hn;:and:get;grace inthe habit, and-abedience inthe 
a@:| Ger a root'el grace in the heart, and: fruits; of 
righteouſaeſs ia the Life. Lec choſe eyes be drown'd | 
with-tears that have burned wich luſt, Lethimehar 


hathſtolen;ftcal ng more. Qblicerare and tread oue 
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ng:- return by a 


You that have deformed 


move Stars from their Orbs, tothrow down Kin 


and Biſhops,to baniſh, impriſon and murder os | 


Subjeds. Let thoſe who have endeavoured to a 
liſh Religion, ro overturn Foundations, to abro-» 


gate Laws, to diflolve the Government of Church 


and State; letthem now return totheir Allegiaace 
and Obedience : let them now endeavour to te 
Repairers of the breaches of their Country, and to 
be reſtorers of paths to dwell in. 

If People would thus reform themſelves, 
God would be merciful and gracious, and then'aur 
calamities would prove to be, not angry Cur 


but Bleſſings, and might be a means of our advance- \ 
ment. Bonaventure ſpeaks thus of temporal Judg-"" 


ments, Pen temporales, non tantum ſunt punitive, but 
promotive. There are {ome puniſhmeats that are 


ordain'd for the overthrow of Gods Enemies, and. 
there are others for the reclamation of Servants : 


Fatherly corrections, and gentle viſications, where- 


by God humbles us, and are to raiſe us to an higher. 
degree in his fayour, and to ſetus up a ſtep nearer to., 


Heaven. FI N I S. 


